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Population and Housing 

 

Census Snapshot 

The figures below show census details from 20111.  Although now dated, they still provide the most 
up-to-date position in relation to some demographic data.  Some data can be updated through 
continuing local research to be undertaken by the Steering Group and sourced from the District 
Council. 

 

 

 
1 See https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ for this and more data 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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National Planning Policy Framework 
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National Planning Practice Guidance 

The National Planning Practice Guidance2, which amplifies the policies in the NPPF, has a section on 
how local authorities should support sustainable rural housing and communities and is worth noting 
here (reproduced in full below). 

• It is important to recognise the particular issues facing rural areas in terms of housing supply and 
affordability, and the role of housing in supporting the broader sustainability of villages and 
smaller settlements. This is clearly set out in the National Planning Policy Framework, in the core 
planning principles, the section on supporting a prosperous rural economy and the section on 
housing. 

 
2 See http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-
communities/  

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-communities/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-communities/
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• A thriving rural community in a living, working countryside depends, in part, on retaining local 
services and community facilities such as schools, local shops, cultural venues, public houses and 
places of worship. Rural housing is essential to ensure viable use of these local facilities. 

• Assessing housing need and allocating sites should be considered at a strategic level and through 
the Local Plan and/or neighbourhood plan process. However, all settlements can play a role in 
delivering sustainable development in rural areas – and so blanket policies restricting housing 
development in some settlements and preventing other settlements from expanding should be 
avoided unless their use can be supported by robust evidence. 

• The National Planning Policy Framework also recognises that different sustainable transport 
policies and measures will be required in different communities and opportunities to maximise 
sustainable transport solutions will vary from urban to rural areas. 

It is particularly important to note the line in the third bullet point above …allocating sites should be 
considered at a strategic level and through the Local Plan and/or neighbourhood plan process. in the 
context of considering whether or not a neighbourhood plan should allocate housing sites for 
development or not.  (The term ‘allocation’ refers to development sites which are set out on a map 
with boundaries to the site and which define exactly where development will take place.  Allocating 
sites does not mean that no other development will come forward on other sites.)   As already set 
out above, a neighbourhood plan cannot determine or deal with housing sites deemed by the local 
authority as being ‘strategic’ in nature, usually large scale developments, but which can also be sites 
deemed to be of critical importance to the delivery of the overall scale of housing identified in the 
Local Plan.  Smaller, non-strategic (or ‘local’), sites can be allocated in the neighbourhood plan, 
although they do not have to be.   

Clearly, local consultation will play a role in determining the approach to housing sites.  However, 
there are also other factors which are worth identifying in order to frame a debate on whether or 
not the neighbourhood plan allocates housing sites. The boxes below set out the potential 
implications of allocating housing sites in the neighbourhood plan. 

So, in summary, there are a number of options to deal with housing delivery: 

A. Allow the local authority to lead the process of allocation, but also introduce local criteria-
based policies in the neighbourhood plan to guide design, layout, density, steer away from 
inappropriate locations for development, etc.; or 

B. Allocate housing sites through the neighbourhood plan, and also introduce local criteria-
based policies in the neighbourhood plan to guide design, layout, density, steer away from 
inappropriate locations for development, etc.; or  

(an option not identified above but which also introduces a risk of not being in control of delivery or 
even not delivering at all) 

C. leave delivery solely to the market, but also introduce local criteria-based policies in the 
neighbourhood plan to guide design, layout, density, steer away from inappropriate 
locations for development, etc 

 

Greater Exeter Plan 2040 

The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (GESP) is being developed to provide and statutory strategic 
planning framework for Exeter and its spatial catchment (seen in the map overleaf) in the period to 
20403.  It will set planning policies at the Exeter sub-region area including Mid-Devon district.   

 
3 See https://www.gesp.org.uk/overview/  

https://www.gesp.org.uk/overview/
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The GESP website states: 

By working together across local authority boundaries, we are seeking to develop a plan which 
responds to how people live in the area. The purpose of preparing the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan is 
to: 

• Have a joined-up vision and aspirations for the area 

• Meet the area’s housing needs in the right locations 

• Secure economic growth and increased prosperity 

• Provide transport and infrastructure improvements needed to support sustainable growth 

• Conserve and enhance the area’s environment 

 
Source: https://www.gesp.org.uk/overview/ 

 

https://www.gesp.org.uk/overview/
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Local Plan 2013-33 (Emerging) 
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Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 

Extracts from the most recent Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)4 are 
reproduced below.  The SHLAA is a technical process which is undertaken by local authorities to 
satisfy policy requirements set at the national level to ensure that there is a readily available and 
deliverable 5-year supply of potential housing land.  Sites included in the process and those 
determined to be suitable in technical terms for housing development are not guaranteed planning 
permission if a landowner or developer applies for permission. 

 
Source: Summary report, https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/343660/housing-land-availability-2016.pdf 

 
4 See https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/343660/housing-land-availability-2016.pdf  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/343660/housing-land-availability-2016.pdf
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/343660/housing-land-availability-2016.pdf
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Source: 2014 site assessment details and tables, https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/85190/shlaa_site_appraisals_2013_-east_area.pdf  

  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/85190/shlaa_site_appraisals_2013_-east_area.pdf
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Exeter Housing Market Area: Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 

The SHMA was undertaken for five local planning authorities in Devon in 20155 (East Devon, Mid-
Devon, Teignbridge, Exeter City and Dartmoor National Park) which sit within the Exeter “housing 
market area” and results provided for each local authority area.  The work provides figures for 
required housing numbers across tenures and types and in effect provides what is called an 
“objective assessment of need” or OAN for each area. The conclusions remain at the strategic level 
and do not provide local detail to civil parish level.  The work therefore informs the Local Plan 
policies in relation to housing but can also be a useful indicator of need across tenures and types for 
Willand where local information does not exist and as wider context. 

Some key conclusions of the SHMA are reproduced below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 The report can be accessed via https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103519/shma_final_report__2015.pdf 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103519/shma_final_report__2015.pdf
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Recommendations for collecting local written evidence base 

Possible further work for the Steering Group: 

• Maintain up-to-date records on housing completions – source from Mid-Devon District Council. 

• Local Housing Needs Survey if local needs need to be established. 

• Request Housing Needs Assessment for the Parish from Mid-Devon District Council (provides 
figures on housing requirements by tenure and type within the context of the new Local Plan. 

• Discuss demand and need with local rental and sale estate agents to identify gaps in demand etc. 

 

 


