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National Planning Practice Guidance 

National Planning Practice Guidance, published by DCLG, provides supplementary guidance to the 
NPPF. A number of recent and relevant revisions to the guidance have been published.  These 
include guidance on health and wellbeing and Local Green Space: 

Open Space 

Open space should be taken into account in planning for new development and considering proposals 
that may affect existing open space. Open space, which includes all open space of public value, can 
take many forms, from formal sports pitches to open areas within a development, linear corridors 
and country parks. It can provide health and recreation benefits to people living and working nearby; 
have an ecological value and contribute to green infrastructure, as well as being an important part of 
the landscape and setting of built development, and an important component in the achievement of 
sustainable development. 

It is for local planning authorities to assess the need for open space and opportunities for new 
provision in their areas. In carrying out this work, they should have regard to the duty to cooperate 
where open space serves a wider area.1 

Local Green Space 

Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against development for green 
areas of particular importance to local communities. 

Local Green Space designation is for use in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans. These plans can 
identify on a map (‘designate’) green areas for special protection. Anyone who wants an area to be 
designated as Local Green Space should contact the local planning authority about the contents of its 
local plan or get involved in neighbourhood planning. 

Designating any Local Green Space will need to be consistent with local planning for sustainable 
development in the area. In particular, plans must identify sufficient land in suitable locations to 

 
1 Planning Practice Guidance Para:001 Ref: 37-001-20140306 Revision date: 06 03 2014 
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meet identified development needs and the Local Green Space designation should not be used in a 
way that undermines this aim of plan making. 

Local Green Space designation will rarely be appropriate where the land has planning permission for 
development. Exceptions could be where the development would be compatible with the reasons for 
designation or where planning permission is no longer capable of being implemented. 

Local Green Spaces may be designated where those spaces are demonstrably special to the local 
community, whether in a village or in a neighbourhood in a town or city. 

The green area will need to meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For example, green areas 
could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or structures such as war memorials are 
located, allotments, or urban spaces that provide a tranquil oasis. 

Provided land can meet the criteria at paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework there 
is no lower size limit for a Local Green Space. 

Land designated as Local Green Space may potentially also be nominated for listing by the local 
authority as an Asset of Community Value. Listing gives community interest groups an opportunity to 
bid if the owner wants to dispose of the land.2 

 

Sport England 

Sport England believes that it is important that the Neighbourhood Plan reflects national policy for 
sport as set out in the NPPF document with particular reference to Pars 73 and 74 to ensure 
proposals comply with national planning policy. It is also important to be aware of Sport England’s 
role in protecting playing fields and the presumption against the loss of playing fields.  As set out in 
our national guide, playing fields are one of the most important resources for sport in England. They 
provide the valuable space required to maintain and enhance opportunities for people to participate 
both in formal team sports and in other more informal activities. Along with sporting benefits, good 
quality, accessible playing fields also contribute to maintaining active and healthy communities and 
securing wider reaching benefits. 

Planning applications affecting playing field land 

Since 1996 Sport England has been a statutory consultee on all planning applications for 
development affecting playing field land. This requires local planning authorities to consult Sport 
England when a relevant planning application is received. Sport England’s comments should then be 
taking into account prior to them making any decision whether or not to grant planning permission. 
This requirement is set out by the government in Statutory Instrument 2010/2184. 

Depending on the nature of the application Sport England will inform the relevant sport’s national 
governing body of the proposals and seek their comments prior to submitting a response to the local 
planning authority. 

It is Sport England’s policy to oppose any planning application which will result in the loss of playing 
field land unless it is satisfied that the application meets with one or more of five specific exceptions. 

If a local planning authority is minded to grant planning permission for an application despite 
receiving an objection from Sport England then the requirements of Circular 02/2009 may apply. This 
instructs local planning authorities to notify the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government of an application if the land is owned by a local authority or used by an educational 
establishment (currently or within the five years prior to receiving the application), and where Sport 

 
2 Planning Practice Guidance Para:022 Ref: 37-022-20140306 Revision date: 06 03 2014 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-town-and-country-planning-consultation-england-direction-2009-circular-02-2009
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England has objected due to a current or resulting deficiency of playing field land in the area or 
because the replacement to be provided in inadequate. 

• Playing Pitch Strategies 

Sport England believes that the best way to protect and improve the provision of playing fields is for 
a local area to have an up-to-date and adopted Playing Pitch Strategy in place. The starting point for 
assessing the vast majority of planning applications affecting playing field land should therefore be 
to look at how the proposals fit with the local Playing Pitch Strategy. The following link provides 
guidance on developing a Playing Pitch Strategy and Sport England’s knowledge of the coverage of 
such strategies across the country. 

• Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance. 

• Protecting Playing Fields Programme 

In addition to our statutory consultee role in the planning system, Sport England’s Protecting Playing 
Fields fund aims to help protect and improve the provision of playing field land. 3 

Sport England works with Local Authorities to ensure Local Plan policy is underpinned by robust and 
up to date assessments and strategies for indoor and outdoor sports delivery. If local authorities have 
prepared a Playing Pitch Strategy or other indoor/outdoor sports strategy it will be important that 
the Neighbourhood Plan reflects the recommendations set out in that document and that any local 
investment opportunities, such as the Community Infrastructure Levy, are utilised to support the 
delivery of those recommendations. 

If new sports facilities are being proposed, Sport England recommend you ensure such facilities are fit 
for purpose and designed in accordance with our design guidance notes.4 

  

 
3  A Sporting Future for the Playing Fields of England – Planning Policy Statement, Sport England, 2014 
4 Correspondence with Planning Administrator, Sport England, May 2014 

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-guidance/
http://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/protecting-playing-fields/
http://www.sportengland.org/funding/our-different-funds/protecting-playing-fields/
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Local Plan 2013-33 (Emerging) 
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Open Space and Play Area Strategy 2014 

The Mid-Devon Open Space and Play Area Strategy 20145 has informed the open space standards set 
out in policy in the emerging new Local Plan.  The tables below are reproduced from the study and 
set out the raw data with regard to the position with open space in the Parish. 

 

 
5 See https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103543/open-space-and-play-area-strategy-2014-part-1.pdf 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103543/open-space-and-play-area-strategy-2014-part-1.pdf
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The map below sets out the areas of open space included in the study.  It is reproduced from the 
Willand Area Profile6.   

 
6 See https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103549/willand_.doc  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103549/willand_.doc
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The summary of the Area Profile is reproduced below. 

 

 

Other documents for consideration (depending on degree of focus on topic in Neighbourhood Plan) 

Devon County Council Environment Viewer - 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/environmental-maps 

  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/environmental-maps
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Recommendations for collecting local written evidence base 

Possible further work for the Steering Group: 

• Identify “green corridors” and areas of land which perform a recreational / leisure, landscape and 
biodiversity role. 

• Identify areas of Local Green Space which might be worthy of protection and assess whether and 
how they meet the NPPF requirements in paragraphs 99 and 100 

• Mid-Devon District Council is currently producing a Playing Pitch Strategy for the district and so 
the Steering Group should consider this when it has been approved, anticipated in early 2021. 

 

 


